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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussions with Mr. William Thomas, Bureau of
the Budget re NRO _

-

. l. Mr. Thomas had made arrangements with the Budget Division
to meet on NRO matters with Dr. Wheelon, DD/S&T. His stated
purpose o the undersigned was to be brought up to date on NRO
matters in the light of events that have occurred during the period
he was in the Far East. He further inferrcd that Mr. Heary Rowan
of the BOB had asked that he get on top of this mattar and provide
to Rowan a proposed Bureau position with raspect to those aspects
of the NRO issues bearing on organisation and budgetary considera-
tions. He stated the BOB did not feel it "could stand at the post and
be presented with a fait accompli. * (Since Budget Division had
arranged to have the meeting with Dr. Wheelon and Thomas would

"not be put off, 1 advised DD/NIPE and Wheelon of the Thomas
mission. )

" 2. On questions from Thomas Dr. Wheelon covered generally
the considerations which went into the decicion by the ITEK Corpora-
tion, discussed the neced for some better institutional basis to make
an NRO work, and adviszed Thomas that there were alternative
methods by which he felt certain these things could be accomplished
in a more reasonables fashion than reflected in past experience, In
this discussion, Thomas was most forthright with his questions and
asked specifically whether he might come back early next week to
discuss with Dr. Wheelon possible alternative arrangements that
¢ould accommodate both the Defense Dcpartment and CIA remalning
in the reconnaissance field and some institutional framework whers
program and budgetary decisions could be dbrought together in the
review process. Dr. Wheelon indicated he would be willing to
discuss this and a mesting could be set up. (Subacqngnﬂy it was

<

Excloded fron avlomatic} |

3 e
\qrra'FJ-\ . faclemeifjzaliod

_ . MY e —l ‘
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/08/21 : CIA-RDP80R01580R002004190004-4

TR0 1 \




\ .
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/08/21 : CIA-RDP80R01580R002004190004-4
t ot > - \ :

~ OLUil -
——

agreed with LL/NIPE, D/BPAM and LD/S&T that uo such mseseting
would be arranged uatil certain othar issues are resolved, D/BPAM
will deter Thomas. ) '

3. Mr. Thoruas also had arranged for a meeting with M:, Bross
at the suggestion of the Director/BFPAM, At that meeting he queried
Mr. Booss with respect to the status of affairs of the NRO and was
advised that the current discussions between M:, Booass, Mr, Vance
aod the Lirector were being held to that body. A general discussion
was held betweea iz, Broes and Thomas on the over-all proble:ns
encouatered with the NRO agreemesnt and some varying discussion
os alternative coasiderations ia the devalopruent of the planaing of
a agw agreement or mechasism. No specific proposals ware
presented and skates were on, Mr. Thomas appeared very well
fnformed throughout this discussion and had obviously had rwcors
and charges froun other sources. He bad with him a variety of
notes to which he referrea aad which, I zather, he had pulled
together as a result of discussions both ian the Bureau, ati the
¥White House level and possibly in the Departinent of Defense.

4. At the conclusion Itold M., Thomas that Mx. Kirkpatrick
and I had advised the Director of Thomas® vieit. Ialso advised
that if Mo, Rowan cared to discuss the matter farther that the
Director had indicated to M:. Hirkpatrick that he would be happy
to meet if such a mesting conld be beneficial, Subsequenily
Thomas adviseu that he would be taking an alteraative course -~
*oerhaps with the DCI and Rowan.

Joun 4. Clarke
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(sTered)

Joha M. Clarke
Director of Budget,
Program Asalysis and
Maupower
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2 DDCI
3. DD/NIPE
4= DD/b&T
5« My, Elder
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